
Scabies Testing 
 

Office of the Medical Officers of Health, Alberta Health Services – Central Zone 
Dr. Ifeoma Achebe • Dr. Digby Horne • Dr. Mohammed Mosli  

 300 Jordan Parkway • Red Deer AB T4P 0G8  
www.ahs.ca/czmoh  

Date: Friday, March 08, 2019  16:30pm 

To: Central Zone Family Physicians 

CC: Infection Prevention Control; Environmental Public Health; Workplace Health & Safety; 
Prov. Lab; Labs; CZMA; CZ MOH 

From: Dr. Digby Horne, Medical Officer of Health – Central Zone 

Subject: Skin Scraping and Burrow Ink Test for Scabies Testing 

Dear Colleague: 

As part of the follow-up of the scabies outbreak associated with the Red Deer Hospital ICU, it is 
possible that you may see patients requiring investigation for scabies. 

Two tests which may be of assistance are a skin scraping and a burrow-ink test. 

Please find attached a description of how to perform both tests.  Please note that mineral oil, 
black paper, and microscope slides are not essential for the skin scraping test.  Any sterile 
container can be used to collect skin scrapings, e.g, urine specimen.  Please also find enclosed 
a sample Prov. Lab requisition Form 0039 showing which fields need to be completed, including 
the EI number associated with this outbreak.  Blank requisitions can be found at 
www.ahs.ca/frm-ch-0039.pdf  

Letters notifying patients exposed in the ICU and their physicians are in the process of being 
distributed. 

Please report patient cases you diagnose to the Medical Officer of Health on-call: 403-356-6430. 
AHS staff cases should please be reported to 1-855-450-3619 ext.3.   

Thank you for your attention and assistance. 

Enclosures 

http://www.ahs.ca/czmoh
http://www.ahs.ca/frm-ch-0039.pdf
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